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Ryde Village, extra care Housing, Ryde, Isle of Wight

Construction has started on the Isle of Wight’s first purpose built extra care housing and retirement living scheme. The
developer is Morgan Ashley and Ryde Village is the first scheme undertaken by the joint venture following its establishment
between Ashley House plc and Morgan Sindall Investments Limited in December 2017.
Located in the seaside town of Ryde, the scheme includes in its first phase 75 extra care apartments and 27 bungalows. All of
these homes are available as Affordable Housing either for rent or shared ownership and are scheduled to be completed by
February 2020. A second phase will follow with housing available for open market sale.
The first phase has almost 9,000 square metres of build space and a total development cost of approaching £18m, supported
with £5m of grant from Homes England. Morgan Ashley has brought in Funding Affordable Homes (FAH) to own and fund the
affordable elements of the scheme.
Ryde Village is supported by the Isle of Wight Council (IoWC) and is the first development under the Council’s recently
adopted Extra Care strategy. Currently, IoWC places more people aged 65 years or over into residential and nursing care than
the national average. The Council believes that the lack of suitable alternative accommodation on the island is one of the
reasons behind these statistics. This project is seen as a prime example of an extra care housing scheme that will provide
more choice and meet local need, helping older people to live more independently.
The extra care scheme will be the first of its type on the island. It comprises 63 one bed apartments and 12 two bed
apartments in a building that contains communal and care facilities allowing residents to have access to care and support in
the same building as their apartments. Next to the apartment block are 27 two bedroomed bungalows available on a shared
ownership basis and these will also benefit from the care and support services available on site. Southern Housing Group will
operate and manage Ryde Village providing care and support to those residents needing it. Southern Housing is one of the
largest Housing Association operating on the Isle of Wight being specialists in delivering the care and support elderly residents
need.
Ryde Village is being constructed by a long established local building contractor, Stoneham Construction. based only a few

miles from the site. Stoneham will be using local labour and a local supply chain, enhancing economic activity on the Island.
Jonathan Holmes, Managing Director of Morgan Ashley, commented:
“We are delighted to be on site with this exciting mixed tenure scheme for older residents on the Isle of Wight. It is the first
scheme being delivered through our newly formed Joint Venture between
Ashley House and Morgan Sindall Investments. We have high quality partners with Funding Affordable Homes who are funding
and owning the scheme, and with Southern Housing who has established high quality Housing on the Island and who will
manage the homes. We have appointed a long established local building contractor Stoneham Construction and with them
based only a few miles from the site, our scheme is producing positive social impact during the build as well as once local
people move in.”
Anabel Palmer, Community Investment and Care Director at Southern Housing, said: “Living in a high-quality environment
with excellent support on hand can make a huge difference to older people and their families. Southern Housing Group is all
about creating a great quality of life in attractive and affordable places that people are proud to call home. On completion we
think these apartments/bungalows will offer some of the best facilities for older people in Ryde and the surrounding area and
enable them to live independently with the security of our award-winning care and support service.”
Tayo Bilewu, Business Development Executive, Funding Affordable Homes, said: “This development reflects our commitment
to investing in assisted living and in providing purpose-built housing that can enable people to retain their independence in a
safe and personalised environment. Each self-contained apartment and bungalow has been designed to offer a flexible home
that provides the resident with easy access to on-site care and support whilst remaining within their community.”
Jonathan Smith, Assistant Director Integrated Commissioning for Isle of Wight Council and Clinical Commissioning Group said:
“The Council is pleased to be working in partnership with Morgan Ashley and Southern Housing Group on the Ryde Village
project as this marks the first extra care development to be delivered as part of the Council’s ‘Independent Island Living
Strategy’. The Council is committed to creating a step change in the type of housing provision for older people and adults with
learning difficulties (over 55) on the Island. Housing developments like Ryde Village are an important part of improving health
and care services on the island, as they provide people with choices that mean they are able to remain in their own homes
and live independent lives for as long as possible with the right levels of support and care in place to meet their personal
needs which may change over time. This not only leads to better outcomes for the individual but also reduces the reliance
upon other traditional forms of residential care.”

